
  

 

                     Parra Notes February 29, 2008 

  

Hello Friends, 

 

February 22 marked the final day to introduce bills for the 2008 Legislative Session, and my 

final package of legislative proposals was introduced in the State Assembly.  I am pleased to 

announce the six bills and one resolution focus on many issues I have championed during the past 

five years in the Legislature, including economic development, good government, and education.   

 

With the state facing a budget deficit, the challenge became to craft a package of ideas that would 

benefit the 30
th

 Assembly District, and improve California without requiring additional state 

revenue.  I have introduced a number of proposals that significantly improve economic 

opportunities, keep our kids in school, and generate public health benefits without costing the state 

money. 

 

The hallmark of my legislative package is AB 2342 – California Partnership for the San Joaquin 

Valley.  The Partnership was originally created by Governor Schwarzenegger's Executive Order S-

5-05 in 2005 to improve the economy and well-being of the people of the San Joaquin Valley.  The 

Partnership is a concerted effort to coordinate a creative response from leaders at all levels of 

government and the community to spur economic development in the Valley.  The Partnership was 

extended via Executive Order S–22-06.  There is currently no statutory authority for the 

Partnership, which is scheduled to sunset on December 31, 2008.  This bill would establish the 

Partnership in state statute. 

 

I look forward to continuing to champion the Valley’s issues and, with your assistance, making this 

a productive last year in office.  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

What’s Happening in Sacramento 

 

The State Assembly unanimously voted for Karen Bass (D-Los Angeles) as the next Assembly 

Speaker.  Assemblymember Bass will become California’s first African-American woman Speaker 

when she assumes the role.  She has long been a champion of many important social and 

educational efforts, particularly on foster care reform.  Karen Bass possesses all of the professional 

and personal traits to make her a fine Speaker. 

 

State Senate Republicans elected Senator Dave Cogdill (R-Fresno) as their next leader.  Along 



with Assembly Minority Leader Mike Villines (R-Clovis), the San Joaquin Valley now has a 

monopoly on Republican power in the State Legislature.  Senator Cogdill, a terrific advocate for the 

needs of the Valley, will take over this Spring. 

 

United State Senator Dianne Feinstein and Governor Schwarzenegger met with state officials 

to discus a potential state water bond for the November ballot.  The Legislature is still operating 

under an Extraordinary Session called by the Governor to deal with California’s water crisis.  

Negotiations between leaders from both political parties and key stakeholders will continue in the 

weeks ahead. 

 

I co-hosted, along with Assemblymember Juan Arambula, a briefing for the California Latino 

Legislative Caucus to discuss the water bond.  The breifing detailed the potential bond measure 

compromise crafted by the California Chamber of Commerce.   It is my hope that enough support 

develops for a November ballot measure and we can take a huge step forward in solving our state’s 

water woes with a comprehensive and long-term proposal. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

My Legislative Highlights 

 

In addition to the AB 2342 – California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley, the bills and one 

resolution I introduced for 2008 are: 

 

AB 2572 – Menu Labeling.  This bill would require a restaurant chain, with at least 20 restaurant 

locations in the state to disclose certain nutritional information for each standard food item, 

including: calories, amount of fat, saturated fat, and trans fat, amount of carbohydrates, and total 

amount of sodium.  This bill would ensure people can make informed dietary decisions when they 

eat out at restaurants. 

 

AB 2061 – Compulsory Education.  This bill would provide that a parent, guardian, or other 

person having control or charge of a pupil who fails to comply with compulsory education 

provisions related to truancy, is guilty of an infraction punishable by certain fines.  This bill would 

ensure parents take responsibility for their children and their academic well being. 

 

AB 2219 – Developers Water Credits.  Currently, whenever residential development is proposed, 

it must undergo a water usage study to determine if there is enough water to supply the future 

residents.  This bill would allow developers to use water-saving features in the development (such 

as low-flow toilets, water efficient washing machines, and other technologies or building practices) 

as credits towards their final water-use impact.  

 

AB 2063 – Smog Checks.  This bill would require all vehicles currently registered in areas where 

smog checks are only required upon change of ownership to pass smog tests every two-years.  Our 

Valley residents already must have their vehicles inspected every two-years.  However, many other 

areas of the state only have vehicles smog-checked when a vehicle changes ownership.  This bill 

makes sure all Californians share in the responsibility of cleaning the air pollution in the state. 

 

AB 2217 – Tax Check-off Funds.  This bill would clearly state that each of the 16 voluntary tax 



check-off funds would continue to pay out awards until all monies contributed are exhausted. 

Currently, these funds revert to the general fund after two years if the monies housed in the funds 

are not spent.  This bill would make sure that the money people donate to charities in good faith, as 

portions of their tax returns, are received by those worthy causes.  

 

ACR 97 – Colonel Allensworth State Historic Park and the Town of Allensworth.  This 

resolution commemorates the centennial of the founding of the Town of Allensworth.  The story of 

Allensworth is inspiring, truly a story of the "American Dream," when a number of African-

Americans, including Civil War heroes and ex-slaves, came to an isolated spot in the southern San 

Joaquin Valley to build a town where hard work, dedication, and faith would allow them the 

opportunity to control their own destiny in a discrimination-free environment. Allensworth is the 

site of Colonel Allensworth State Historic Park.  Yesterday, the resolution passed out of the 

Assembly and will soon be heard in the Senate. 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Constituents Visit Sacramento 

 

I enjoyed meeting with members of the California Grape and Tree Fruit League during their visit 

to Sacramento.  We discussed my legislative priorities, the state budget, and Legislative leadership.  

The California Grape and Tree Fruit League is a nonprofit agricultural trade association that 

represents more than 85 percent of the volume of fresh market table grapes and deciduous tree fruit 

grown in California. www.cgtfl.com  

 

I was pleased to welcome some of the 30
th

 Assembly District’s hardest working healthcare 

practitioners to our Capitol office to discuss the impact the Governor’s proposed budget will have 

on healthcare in California. Paul Hensler, the CEO of Kern Medical Center visited Sacramento 

this past week to share his concerns about funding for Kern Medical Center and other public 

hospitals throughout California.  In addition, Amy Sweeden, a Registered Dietician from 

Hanford, also visited the Capitol on California Dialysis Day to discuss the state of dialysis care in 

rural areas.  Patients who require dialysis are one of the populations most vulnerable to cuts in 

health services, and the work of people like Amy, who enable their patients to live life to the fullest, 

should be recognized and applauded.  It was a real pleasure meeting with Paul and Amy this week 

and to hear about the critical services they are performing in our community.  

 

Members of the Kern County Farm Bureau stopped by during their annual legislative days in the 

Capitol.  I also met with members of the California Farm Bureau Federation representing 

Kern, Kings, and Tulare counties.  We had the opportunity to discuss recently introduced 

legislation affecting agriculture, including pesticide laws, and water reliability. 

 

I met with Pam Madill, Executive Director of Main Street Hanford.  She came representing 

California Main Street to seek funding for the statewide organization.  California Main Street is a 

network of communities across the state seeking to improve and preserve historic central business 

districts.  While the group has been successful in revitalizing many of California’s downtown areas, 

including Hanford, their funding is in doubt this year because of the budget crunch. 

www.mainstreethanford.com  



 

Leadership Tulare is a community leadership training program of the Tulare Chamber of 

Commerce.  They were in Sacramento to meet with Valley Legislators and other speakers to give 

program participants an understanding of what happens in the Capitol and how it affects local 

communities.  I enjoyed providing the group an overview of my legislative priorities and role as a 

pro-business legislative leader.  www.tularechamber.org/leadership.cfm  

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

In the District 

 

I had a fun time reading Dr. Seuss stories to two kindergarten classes at Roosevelt Elementary 

School in Bakersfield.  The students were very attentive and asked me questions about plenty of 

personal and professional questions.  What a terrific way to spend a day!  

 

Thank you to Carla Pearson, Mothers Against Drunk Driving, and the Bakersfield Police 

Department for allowing me to videotape a segment for “A Life Interrupted,” a program started a 

number of years ago in Bakersfield to reduce the number of automobile crashes involving alcohol, 

drugs or unsafe driving practices by young and inexperienced drivers. 

 www.ci.bakersfield.ca.us/police/lifeinterrupted/index.htm  

 

I am pleased to announce the recent approval of a significant State grant to a job training program in 

the 30
th

 Assembly District.  The Employment Training Panel awarded the grant to Van 

Beurden Insurance Services in Kingsburg to enable the company to update the skills of 60 

employees in its workforce to remain competitive.  

 

Congratulations to Pond Union Elementary School District, which received eligibility for a 

construction grant from the California Department of Public Health’s Safe Drinking Water State 

Revolving Fund.   

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Meeting Requests 

 

If you or your organization would like to set up a time to meet with me or would like for me to 

attend an event you are sponsoring, please feel free to contact my Executive Secretary Rozanne 

Jones at (916) 319-2030 or by e-mail at Rozanne.Jones@asm.ca.gov    

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Internships 

 

I am accepting applications for the internship program in my Hanford, Bakersfield and 

Sacramento offices. Candidates should be residents of the 30th Assembly District, possess solid 

research and communication skills, and have a strong interest in public policy and political issues 

facing the Central Valley. Applications can be found by going to: 

http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/members/a30. 



For Hanford office internships contact Richard Valle at (559) 585-7170 or by e-mail at:                

Richard.Valle@asm.ca.gov 

For Bakersfield office internships contact Nerissa Robinson at (661) 334-3745 or by e-mail at: 

Nerissa.Robinson@asm.ca.gov 

For Sacramento office internships contact Derek Chernow at (916) 319-2030 or by e-mail at:  

Derek.Chernow@asm.ca.gov  

 

 
 

 
Bakersfield Office: 

601 24th St., 
Suite A 

Bakersfield, CA 93301 
Phone: (661) 334-3745 

Fax: (661) 334-3796  

 
Hanford Office: 
321 N. Douty St., 

Suite B 
Hanford, CA 93230 

Phone: (559) 585-7170 
Fax: (559) 585-7175  

 
Capitol Office: 

State Capitol 
P.O. Box 942849 

Sacramento, CA 94249 
Phone: (916) 319-2030 

Fax: (916) 319-2130  

 
Email: Assemblymember.Parra@assembly.ca.gov 

Web Site: http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/members/a30/  

  
If you wish to no longer receive email notifications please click the following link to UNSUBSCRIBE 

If you wish to receive email updates in the future please click the following link to SUBSCRIBE  
      

 


